[Emergency room patients and alcohol consumption].
To investigate the consumption of alcohol among emergency room patients, we included 395 patients above 18 years old entering the emergency room during a period of ten days. The patients completed a questionnaire about alcohol consumption, smoking habits and medication. In our investigation 56% of the men and 25% of the women had a daily consumption above the limits recommended by the Ministry of Health (three drinks daily for men and two for women), while 41% men and 14% women consumed at least five drinks daily or 35 per week. Trauma seen in male patients with high alcohol consumption was characterised by excessive damage to the head, trauma of the lower limb and blows from an object, person or an animal. The alcoholic women were characterised by excessive chemical injuries, incisions and stab wounds, and trauma of the upper limb. In conclusion a surprisingly large amount of emergency room patients can be defined as alcohol abusers and drinking is found to be associated with excessive damage.